
Staalkaart	#25,	June	2014	
Review	of	the	CD	containing	‘The	Feasts	of	Fear	and	Agony,	‘Music	for	3	instruments’	
and	‘Improvisations’,	by	Liesbeth	Devos,	soprano	and	Het	Collectief,	cond.	Vykintas	
Baltakas.	
	

	
	
	
	



Translation:	
	
Paul	Van	Ostaijen	stimulates	the	curiosity	of	musicians	and	composers.	In	the	rhythm	of	his	
poetry	a	musical	score	can	be	detected.	The	first	printed	version	of	The	Feasts	of	Fear	and	
Agony	was	published	in	2006	by	Vantilt:	a	faithful	reproduction	of	the	only	copy	
handwritten	by	the	poet.	The	desperation	of	the	young	Van	Ostaijen	–	who	fled	to	Berlin	to	
escape	imprisonment	in	Antwerp	-	can	be	seen	in	the	layout.	Respectfully	and	
imaginatively	composer	Bram	Van	Camp	(b.1980)	has	transposed	into	music	the	agitated	
way	in	which	the	words	are	laid	out	on	paper	by	the	poet.	The	crucial	timing	and	the	
exciting	breaks	are	seamlessly	grafted	onto	Van	Ostaijen’s	rhythm.	There	is	the	intensity	of	
the	poet	and	the	composer,	but	certainly	also	that	of	soprano	Liesbeth	Devos,	who	literally	
shows	us	all	corners	of	her	voice.	The	texts	of	the	poems	are	not	included	in	the	booklet.	
The	crisp	projection	of	the	singer	with	the	astute	instrumental	interventions	make	the	
poems	surprisingly	clear.	
Two	instrumental	compositions	have	nothing	to	do	with	Van	Ostaijen,	yet	they	share	the	
same	restlessness.	A	trio	for	clarinet,	violin	and	piano,	not	coincidentally	the	
instrumentation	of	Bartok's	Contrasts	and	Improvisations	for	solo	violin	are	played	every	
incisively.	
A	powerful	portrait	of	a	composer	who	has	his	own	consistent	voice.	
	
(Véronique	Rubens,	Staalkaart	#25	June-July-August	2014)	
	


